05-Juri-O6 11:37ain From-Steubing.McGuiness & Manaras LLP 
Serial No. 09/891011 -2- 



978 264 9119 



T-808 P. 005/01 t F- 
ArtUmt: 2182 



In the claims: 

1. (currently amended) A device operative in a commumcatiom network having a network node, 
comprising: 

at least one port operative to exchange control plane infonnation with said network node; 

and 

a memory portion operative to mirror control plane infonnation recdved finom said 
network node via said at least one port, 

wherein said control plane information is connectivity information uniquelv associated 
with said network node. 

2. (original) The device of claim 1 \^erein said control plane infonnation includes a label 
information database. 

3. (original) The device of claim 2 wherein said label infonnation database is nsaintained by said 
network node, and said device is fiirther operative to ^chronize said memory portion with said 
label information database. 

4. (original) The device of claim 3 further operative, following Mure of a control plane 
communication link between said device and said node, to transmit said mirrored control plane 
information to said node. 

5. (origbal) The device of claim 4 further operative, following failure of the control plane 
communication link between said device and said node, to update said memory portion with the 
intersection of said transmitted mirrored control plane information and the control plane 
infennatiozi maintained by said network node. 

6. (original) The device of claim 1 further including a phirality of memory portions, each 
operative to mirror a labd information database for a particular Imlc 
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7. (currently amended) A commumcations network, comprising: 

a first device having a first memory and a first port \ 

a secojid device having a second memoiy and a second port operative to exchange 
u)(fbnnation Avith said first port associated with said first device via a cotmminication link, a 
portion of said second memory operative to store control plane information, 

wherein s^d second device is operative to transmit at least a portion of said control plane 
information to said first device, and said first device is operative to receive said control plane 
information and store said recdved control plane information in said first m^ory, 

wherein the mirrored control plane infonnation is connectivily information imiquelv 
associated with the second device. 

8. (original) The communications networic of claim 7 T^^ierrin said control plane information 
includes a label information database. 

9. (origunal) The conmmnications network of claim 8 wherein the label information stored in said 
first memory is synchronized with said corresponding label information stored in said second 
device. 

10. (original) The commmiications network of claim 9 wherdn, following a control plane &ilure» 
said first device is operative to transmit said label information stored in said first memory to said 
second device. 

1 1 . (original) The commmiications networic of claim 10 wherein, following receipt of said label 
information by said second device, said second device is operative to compare said received label 
infonnation with corresponding label information remaining in said second memory, 

12. (original) The communications network of claim 1 1 x^iierdn following comparing said sets of 
label information, said second device is operative to employ the intersection of said sets of label 
infonnation for communications on the corresponding lint 
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13. (origiaal) The communications netwoHc of claim 12 wherein said second device is further 
operative to provide the intersection of said sets of label information to said first device. 

14. (original) The communications network of claim 13 wher^ said first device is operative to 
update said first memory by storing the intersection of said sets of label information transmitted 
fifom the second device. 

15. (currently amended) A method for fecilitating recovery fi^om a control plane feilure in a 
conununicarions network having a first device and a second device in communication via a link, 
wherein control plane information is maintained by said second device^ comprising the steps of: 

transmitting^ by said second device, said control plane information to said first device 
receiving, by said first device, said control plane information firom said second device^ and 
storing said control plane information by said first device for fedlitating recovery from a 
control plane &ilure, 

ixiierdn the control plane information is connectivity information uniquely associated with 
said second device. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15 including the further step of synchronizing said control 
plane information stored by said first device with said control plane iafbrmadon maintained by 
said second device. 

17. (original) The method of daim 16 including the further step o^ following control plane Mure, 
detennining the intersection between entries in said control plane information maintained by said 
second device and said control plane information stored by said first device. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 17 including the further step of updating said control plane 
information maintained by said second device and said control plane information stored by said 
first device with said intersection of control plane information. 
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19. (original) The method of daim 18 induding the further step of said first device and said 
second device employing said intersection of control plane infbnnation to transmit data via said 
tink. 
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